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January 12, 2011 

Re: Invitation to participate in the FBI-SOS (Safe Online Surfing) Program 

The Internet is an invaluable educational tool for our students today; however, there are 
risks associated with being online and we, as concerned citizens, want to ensure that 
students understand how to recognize, report, and avoid online dangers. 

The FBI has joined forces with the Fischler School of Education and Human Services at 
Nova Southeastern University to implement the FBI-SOS Internet Challenge, a FREE 
national Internet safety program designed to teach students in grades 3rd through 8th 
how to stay safe online.  

The Safe Online Surfing program is educational, but also promotes a fun competition 
between schools. Students begin by taking an online, self-scoring Pre-Quiz to measure 
their knowledge of Internet safety. Then, they complete an online Scavenger Hunt where 
they find important safety tips appropriate to their grade level.  New concepts are 
introduced at each grade level while reinforcing the information previously learned. The 
program ends with a Post-Quiz where the students demonstrate what they learned.   

At the end of each month, six trophies (one for each grade level) are awarded to the 
schools with the highest score on the FBI-SOS Post-Quiz is declared the winner and 
receives the FBI-SOS Trophy and a visit from the FBI, when possible. Individual and 
team rankings are posted and continually updated on the FBI-SOS website.  The 
program starts over at the beginning of each month allowing new schools or new groups 
of students to register and participate. There is no software to buy or install, the entire 
program is done via the web. 

All the information you need to get started can be found online at www.fbi-sos.org. The 
website may also be accessed under "internet safety resources" at www.doe.in.gov/isssa/ 
which has a direct link to this program. Log on to register your school today!  We hope 
your students participate and win so we’ll have the opportunity to award your school 
the National FBI-SOS Trophy. If you have any questions, please Kathryn D. Sipes, 
Community Outreach Specialist, FBI Indianapolis, at 317/321-6119 
or Kathryn.sipes@ic.fbi.gov  or Catherine J. Danyluk, Chief State Attendance 
Officer, Indiana Department of Education,��� at 317/232-9150 or cdanyluk@doe.in.gov. 
 
 


